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If you have items which you would like considered for inclusion in the next     e-bulletin please email these to ifnet@interfaith.org.uk by 15 February with 
‘e-bulletin’ in the subject line. Material may be edited for length or style.  The 
e-bulletin is designed primarily to flag up new developments and future projects and events and so items are likely to be about:

· forthcoming inter faith events likely to be of interest to people across the UK

· inter faith and multi faith projects where you are seeking input 

· resources which you have recently developed which you think may be helpful to those working in the inter faith field

· brief information about any jobs you are advertising within inter faith organisations or for inter faith posts (eg local inter faith development worker; national faith community inter faith officer)
Disclaimer:  Information in this bulletin has been sourced and compiled with care.  IFN does not take responsibility for accuracy of information supplied by external organisations and inclusion of items within this e-bulletin does not imply endorsement or validation by IFN of the events, publications or the bodies which have produced these.
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UK/NATIONAL UPDATES
A Year of Service

All faith communities have within their ethical teaching the values of compassion, care and social justice. One of the ways that their members put these values into everyday practice is through volunteering. In 2012 a special project called ‘A Year of Service’ will be taking place. In each month, for A Year of Service, faith communities will be hosting a day or days of volunteering and inviting people of other faiths and non-religious beliefs to join in. There will also be workplace volunteering opportunities. The Year provides an opportunity for marking in a practical way the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen – of whose reign service has been a key theme.

The Year, which recognises and celebrates the role of faith in inspiring charitable and social action work, is supported by the Department for Communities and Local Government and has been developed with the assistance of a multi faith Reference Group and a Steering Group.  IFN is represented on the Steering Group advising on aspects of the Year.  Its role is focused on helping to bring the Year to the attention of local, regional and national inter faith bodies and advising on, and helping enable, their participation.
The days around which the programme is built have been chosen through discussion within its Reference Group and reflect both religious festivals and dedicated faith-based special volunteering ‘Days’. Other faith groups around the country can choose to hold their own volunteering events linked to other days. 
A press release about the project was issued on 13 January by the Government and this can be found at www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/2065499. In this, Eric Pickles said: “Faith is a great motivator, and throughout the year people from different faiths regularly give something back, volunteering for projects that benefit individuals in need or their local neighbourhood… We want to help them do what they do best, recognising that just a little support can make a big difference. The Year of Service is a chance to link these great efforts together throughout the year… [projects will be] led by individual faith communities but involving people of all faiths and none.”

Further information about the project can be found at www.ayearofservice.org.uk. The site, which is owned and managed by Mitzvah Day for A Year of Service, will include ideas for activities, case studies of existing projects and background information on why volunteering is important to each featured faith community. 
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Inter Faith Week

Event Photos

The IFN office would be pleased to receive photographs of Inter Faith Week 2011 events.   These may be drawn on for use on the Inter Faith Week website or in reporting on or promoting the Week. If readers would like to send pictures, these can be emailed to enquiries@interfaithweek.org.
Survey
The survey for Inter Faith Week 2011 will continue to be available online at www.smart-survey.co.uk/v.asp?i=44110tbqpm until Tuesday 31 January.  The survey has been produced to help gather information about events and to learn how well respondents feel the Week is meeting its aims. It also gives space to report on events held and offer reflections on how the Week might be further developed. It can be answered by event holders and also those who attended rather than held events. The IFN office hopes that the final comment box on the survey will be used for respondents to tell their Inter Faith Week story. The survey takes on average between 5 and 10 minutes to complete.
2012 dates
Dates for Inter Faith Week 2012 will be announced shortly.  
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Draft Charter for the Coroner’s Service – response to consultation

From May to December 2011 the Government ran a consultation on the draft charter for the Coroner’s service aimed at coroners, local authorities and all those with an interest in the processes and practice of the Coroner’s Service. The original draft of the charter is available for download at www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/draft-charter-coroner-service.pdf.
The Government has now published the 135 responses received to this consultation in the form of a report.  Relevant to faith and inter faith organisations was the request from a number of faith-based organisations that family members might request less invasive post-mortem examinations instead of conventional ones.  The report outlines the limited availability of the technology required to perform such operations to the Coroner’s service and the lack of protocol and guidelines on the use of non-invasive techniques as reasons to not include guidance to this effect in the Charter. More detailed information on this point is available at paragraphs 28 to 30 of the report on the consultation, which is available to download at www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/coroner-draft-charter-response.pdf.
For any further information, visit www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm.
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The ‘Role of Faith Groups’ in the Big Society

In December the House of Commons Public Administration Select Committee published its 17th report entitled The Big Society to examine ‘what the Big Society project means for Whitehall and whether the implementation of this policy is on track to succeed.’ The report considers in great depth the ways in which government, both national and local, engages with the ‘Big Society’ and tackles the rolling out of policies that fall under this term. It goes on to ‘propose a number of steps to change the way the Civil Service and local authorities commission and manage contracts for public services.’

Of particular relevance is the section entitled ‘The Role of Faith Groups’ (paragraphs 137 – 143), which notes a breadth of views on the participation of faith groups in the delivering of local public services including those of the Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Leicester, Charles Wookey (on behalf of Archbishop Vincent Nicholls) and Andrew Copson, Chief Executive of the British Humanist Association. The report recognises the potential benefits of faith groups helping to deliver public services but cautions against the exclusion of those who work in multi-faith contexts or those of non-religious beliefs who can also help in this way.
The full report can be downloaded at www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-administration-select-committee/publications.
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EHRC Human Rights Measurements Framework
The Equality and Human Rights Commission has published the Human Rights Measurement Framework (HRMF), a new set of indicators that brings together information and evidence for analysing and assessing human rights in Britain. The framework is a set of indicators, based on those developed by the office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, that will help the Commission, the Government, public bodies, NGOs and others with an interest in human rights, to evaluate their compliance with, and progress towards, the implementation of human rights in Britain.

The HRMF is made up of a broad range of information including the statutory, regulatory and public policy framework for protecting human rights; case law outcomes; concerns highlighted by domestic and international human rights monitoring bodies; allegations raised by NGOs and media reports; and a wide range of statistical sources. It covers both the requirements of the UK Human Rights Act and rights that are drawn from international conventions the UK government has signed up to, such as the International Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights. 
For more information and to download a copy of the HMRF, visit www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/policy-and-research/human-rights-measurement-framework.
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New arrangements for information, advice and support on discrimination and human rights
The Government is commissioning a new Equality Advisory and Support Service to help individuals in England, Scotland and Wales who have problems with discrimination. The new service will be open to all members of the public, regardless of their situation. It will be a source of expert advice and support, with a particular focus on supporting vulnerable and disadvantaged individuals to help find quick and informal solutions to their problems wherever possible. 

It will consist of a telephone advice service for advice on discrimination and a lay independent advocacy service that will provide support for people who need face to face help. If individuals do not have access to legal counsel and are in need to support this advocacy service will help them in preparing to issue a claim. This service is designed to run alongside existing legal aid available under the Equalities Act 2010.   The Government will no longer be solely funding legal aid to help those who are discriminated against.

For more information and to download more detailed information on the new arrangements, visit www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/government-equality/New-service-further-info.
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Convention for the Protection of National Minorities – Opinion on the UK and Comments

On 4 January 2012 the UK Government released their comments on the Council of Europe’s Advisory Committee on the Convention for the Protection of National Minorities’ third opinion on the United Kingdom’s implementation of the Convention in December 2011. 

In comments on Article 6 of the Convention (Fighting Racism and Intolerance) the UK Government commented on the issue of Islamophobia (as many British Muslims belong to minority communities) saying: ‘The Government is determined that events involving the Muslim community should not be exploited by anyone as an excuse to start blaming, persecuting, or preaching inflammatory messages about any particular group.’ The broader issue was underlined at the end of the section: ‘The Government is fully committed to engaging with faith and non-faith communities to help build a more inclusive, tolerant and cohesive society.’

In comments on Article 8 of the Convention (Religion) the UK Government emphasised that UK Religious Education was based in the needs and traditions of the local community with Agreed Syllabi being determined with input from SACREs. On the central prescription of the teaching of Religious Education the Government commented: ‘that central prescription and the uniformity it implies do not necessarily produce the best outcomes. We are therefore reducing central prescription on schools - including guidance on what and how they should teach.’

To download the Committee’s third opinion, visit www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/minorities/3_FCNMdocs/PDF_3rd_OP_UK_en.pdf.
To download the UK government’s comments on the opinion, visit www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/minorities/3_FCNMdocs/PDF_3rd_Com_UK_en.pdf.
Back to the top
Equality and Human Rights Commission update guidance
In December the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) published revised versions of their public sector equality duty guides on: Equality information and the equality duty; Equality objectives and the equality duty; and Engagement and the equality duty.  These revised editions reflect the final public sector specific equality duty regulations that came into force in September 2011 (and were noted in IFN’s September e-bulletin), and they replace the first edition of the guides published in January 2011.  These guides are for England and non-devolved bodies in Scotland and Wales, (the guides for Wales have been updated in January and the guides for Scotland being updated currently).

The guides are available to download from the EHRC website at: www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/public-sector-equality-duty/guidance-on-the-equality-duty.
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Charity Commission Strategic Plan

In December the Charity Commission, the regulator for charities in England and Wales, published its Strategic Plan for 2012-2015.
The Plan sets out the Commission’s two key strategic priorities for the period, which are: Developing the compliance and accountability of the charity sector; and Developing the self-reliance of the charity sector.
It also sets out the regulator’s new Vision, Mission and Values, with the Vision being ‘Charities you can support with confidence’.
The publication of the Strategic Plan follows the Commission’s Strategic Review consultation which began in October 2010 and involved numerous charities, professional advisors, umbrella bodies and members of the public.
A copy of the Plan can be found online at www.charitycommission.gov.uk/About_us/About_the_Commission/strategic_plan_2012.aspx.
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Voluntary Sector Compact – National Audit Office findings
The National Audit Office (NAO) has published the findings from its inquiry into how Government departments are implementing the Compact with the voluntary sector in their work.

The inquiry - announced as part of the accountability and transparency measures which accompanied the renewed Compact in 2010 - highlights some key issues and makes a number of recommendations to improve departmental activities.  The report’s findings include that:

· the Compact is supported by Government departments and there are good examples of it being applied

· leadership is not always visible in Government departments, with recommendations that more needs to be done to increase “visible promotion and oversight … by senior department officials”
· 40% of consultations issued since the renewed Compact was launched had shorter than 12 week time periods
· there are concerns with the lack of clarity about the Office for Civil Society’s role regarding the Compact, with the lack of a full time staff member dedicated to it.
The report, www.nao.org.uk/publications/1012/national_compact.aspx, sets out a number of recommendations to address these concerns.
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PROJECTS
Women’s Interfaith Media Network

The Women's Interfaith Media Network (WIMN) is a project which aims to provide information and resources to help women from different faith communities to share their views and concerns, and interact with the media more effectively.
WIMN currently has members from several different faith backgrounds and locations and provides a platform for women of all faiths and none to share information and experiences, as well as an opportunity to learn new skills. Further information about WIMN, including how to join, can be found online at www.wimn.org.uk/Introduction.html.

Back to the top
INFACT
The Tony Blair Faith Foundation and Tzedek are launching a new Interfaith Action Campaigns Programme called INFACT on 5 February.  The programme aims to recognise and celebrate the key role of women in society to end poverty and offers the opportunity for people to be trained by some of the leading experts in international development, community engagement and advocacy to produce their own campaign.

The programme is free and takes place over 8 weeks, with meetings every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm.

Places on the programme are limited.  To sign up or get more information, contact charlotte@tzedek.org.uk or call 020 7443 5167 by 27 January.
Further information can be found online at www.tzedek.org.uk/events/past_events/infact__interfaith_action.
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Reading at St Ethelburga’s
‘Reading Matters’ is a weekly multi-faith reading group run by the St Ethelburga’s Centre in London.

Each week, a poem, tract, short story or prose piece will be at the centre of a 90-minute discussion. The group is led by professional writer Marina Benjamin and seeks to nurture understanding between people from different faith backgrounds.  

There is no extra reading required either before or after the sessions, which take place every Wednesday at the St Ethelburga’s Centre from 4pm to 5.30pm.  Group members will be expected to make a donation of £4.  For further information and to register, email Marina Benjamin at marinab52@yahoo.com.
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Art 4 Action

Art 4 Action is a project being run in Birmingham by the Birmingham Council of Faiths and Birmingham Faiths Act Fellows. The project is to encourage young people under the age of 25 to create a work of art to express concerns about malaria from a faith perspective. The project includes a number of workshops. 

Art 4 Action runs from now until 30 March. For further information and details of particular events, contact i.kaur@springfieldproject.org.uk (Faiths Act Birmingham) or pjrookes@gmail.com (Birmingham Council of Faiths).
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Inter faith youth theatre group

The Tony Blair Faith Foundation, Tzedek and the Central School of Speech and Drama are launching an Inter Faith Youth Theatre Group for anyone aged 18-25.   The aim of the group is to make a difference, to use theatre as a medium to share experiences with others and to show that relations between different faiths are not all negative.

No experience of theatre is necessary to be involved.  Becoming a member of the group will involve weekly workshops; rehearsals of the play created and a performance in week commencing 16 April. 
The project is free to all participants but places are limited.  For further information or to register an interest in joining, contact Maryam Duale at Tzedek on 0207 443 5167 or at maryam@tzedek.org.uk.

Back to the top
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Social Action Fund – Second round open

The Social Action Fund is a grant fund of over £20 million managed by the Social Investment Business on behalf of the Office for Civil Society.  The Fund aims to inspire organisations to create new social action opportunities; encouraging people to give what they have, be it time, money, assets, knowledge or specific skills.
The second application window opened on 9 January and all applications have to be received by noon on 3 February.
The Social Investment Business website notes that successful applications will address the following themes:
· Encourage people to come together in their locality to support each other.

Projects that scale proven models to regional or national levels, or replicate them in other localities. Some priority will be given to models that encourage those who do not traditionally get involved as volunteers.  They are also particularly interested in models that offer people the opportunity to give time and/or money to activities that deliver a public benefit and complement the public sector.

· Focus on the different life stages of volunteering.
Programmes that target the following will be favoured:

· building a culture of participation among school children and university graduates 

· encouraging professionals who have retired or are on point of retirement to use their experience and skills for community/public benefit
· inspiring and supporting National Citizen Service graduates who want to continue contributing to their communities through social action projects.
In order to download the Social Action Fund application pack, interested groups first need to complete the online eligibility checklist.  This can be found on the Social Investment Business website at www.thesocialinvestmentbusiness.org/our-funds/social-action-fund.
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Near Neighbours

The Near Neighbours programme is a three-year initiative, run by the Church Urban Fund, which aims to bring people together in diverse communities (in particular areas), helping them build relationships and collaborate to improve the local community in which they live.  The programme currently operates in a limited number of geographical areas: East and South East London, North Birmingham, Leicester, Bradford, Burnley and Oldham.

It is a rolling programme with no deadlines but it is due to end in March 2013.  Award amounts range from £250-£5000.  The fund invests in environmental, social, cultural, artistic and sporting ideas which fulfill the criteria, which can be found at www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours/grants.

The Fund is pleased to receive applications from people of different faith groups or none, working in partnership with people of different faiths and within the criteria.  Details on how to apply can be found at www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours/grants.
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Big Local Trust

The Community Development Foundation (CDF) is leading a consortium of organisations as the Big Local Trust to manage and deliver the Big Local funding programme. The Trust and programme will provide support and at least £1m funding per area to 150 local areas in England over the next ten years, through a £200m endowment from the Big Lottery Fund.

Since the announcement in July 2011, CDF has started to work with the first 50 Big Local areas, which all received ‘round 1’ funding in response to applications from community organisations or groups of community organisations on behalf of their ‘local area’ to the Big Lottery Fund. Those ‘local areas’ that received ‘round 1’ funding applied for ‘round 2: getting people involved’ funding from the Big Local Trust in late summer 2011. This funding can be used to engage their local area with the Big Local project, including developing ‘local partnerships’ of eight or more local organisations to deliver the Big Local project to their local area, and to run Big Local projects. There has been no further information as yet on ‘round 3’ or other funding made available to those 50 Big Local areas, nor is there any information on when applications will open for any new ‘local areas’.

To find out the location of the Big Local areas, or for more information about the programme, visit www.cdf.org.uk/web/guest/biglocal. The latest Big Local newsletter (December 2011) is available for download from here: www.cdf.msgfocus.com/cdf/02122011.htm. A Big Local Partnership Guide, press releases and other documents are also available on the site.
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Community First Fund and Community Organisers
The Community First fund provides small grants to community groups and local social action projects. 
The fund is divided into two strands: £30 million is being used to provide small grants and the remaining £50 million is being used to match private donations invested in community endowment funds which will pay out money for small grants well into the future. The Community Development Foundation (CDF) is working with several organisations to deliver the Community First programme, including supermarket chain Asda.

A Community First website has been opened which invites people to sign their community up to receive support.  Funding will be handed out by panels of local people.  Further information can be found online at www.cdf.org.uk/web/guest/community-first.
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CALLS FOR INFORMATION, COMPETITIONS AND TENDERS

Sacred Practices of Everyday Life – Call for papers
The Religion and Society Programme of the Arts and Humanities Research Council and the Economic and Social Research Council is holding a conference in May on ‘Sacred Practices of Everyday Life’ at Edinburgh University.

The purpose of the conference is to explore new evidence, analysis and theory concerning the sacred practices of everyday life, such as roadside shrines, divorce parties, prayer cairns, naming ceremonies and healing rituals. The conference will showcase thirty or so projects funded by the Religion and Society Programme which have new findings in this area and papers are also being sought.  There is a particular focus on the varied ways in which the life course is being re-enchanted in the 21st century, but papers looking at other eras and/or larger forms of sacred practice (such as civic rituals) are also welcome. The scope is global. 

The conference streams are: Formation and Cultivation; Life-styles and (After)Death-styles; Sex, Life and Love; Gods, Spirits and the Sacred; Fate, Destiny and the Future; Identity, Solidarity and Conflict; Suffering, Healing and Well Being; and Objects, Language, Rituals and Consumption.
Individual paper proposals (max. 200 words) should be submitted to Peta Ainsworth, p.ainsworth@lancaster.ac.uk, by 29 February.  

Further details on the conference can be found online at www.religionandsociety.org.uk/events/programme_events/show/sacred_practices_of_everyday_life.
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JOBS AND VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES

Woolf Institute – Development Officer
The Woolf Institute in Cambridge (www.woolf.cam.ac.uk) examines past, present, and future relations between Jews, Christians, and Muslims in order to advance understanding of the public good.  It is currently seeking to recruit an ambitious, creative, self-starter to establish a development office, support staff with research and other funding applications, and contribute to raising the funds necessary to meet annual overhead costs. 

The successful candidate will have strong communication and organisational skills with a track record of successful fundraising, both through grant applications and other efforts.  The successful candidate should also have the ability to interact with diverse groups, including academics, government officials and religious and business leaders and be at ease in a cross-cultural setting. 
The post is based in Cambridge and the salary will be between £27,000 and £32,000.   Details of the post can be downloaded from www.cfappointments.com (click on Vacancies).  Applications can be made online with a CV and covering letter to Sara Kyte at CF Appointments.  The closing date is 23 January.
Back to the top
Bristol Multi-Faith Forum - Development Worker

Bristol Multi-Faith Forum is seeking to recruit a Development Worker to support the work of the Forum, enabling it to be a representative voice for the faith communities of Bristol. The Development Worker will help to build the capacity of members of faith groups to engage with the Forum in public activities across the city. 
The salary for the post is £12,736 annually for 18.5 hours per week.  The closing date for applications is 31 January and interviews will be held on 15 February. 
For application materials, email info@faithnetsouthwest.org.uk, quoting ‘BMFF Development Post’, or phone 0117 955 7430 with inquiries.

Back to the top
St Ethelburga’s Centre - Volunteers
St Ethelburga’s are seeking a voluntary intern to work part time for three months helping to evaluate volunteer management.  The work will involve collecting survey data and interviewing volunteers.  For more information, email justine@stethelburgas.org.

St Ethelburga’s are also seeking a volunteer to work two days per week or equivalent to help manage their new contacts database.  The work will involve data input and some internet research.  For more information email the marketing adviser, Zaila, at zailaidrus@gmail.com.
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SPECIAL WEEKS/DAYS

Holocaust Memorial Day  27 January 2012

Holocaust Memorial Day provides an opportunity for everyone to learn lessons from the Holocaust, Nazi persecution and subsequent genocides and apply them to the present day to create a safer, better future. The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 is ‘Speak Up, Speak Out’.  The theme challenges everyone to speak out against racism and discrimination so that the lessons from the past are learned to create a safer, better future.   To find out more information about Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 visit www.hmd.org.uk.
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Poverty and Homelessness Action Week  28 January to 5 February

Poverty and Homelessness Action Week, jointly organised by Church Action on Poverty, Housing Justice and Scottish Churches Housing Action, brings together Homelessness Sunday and Poverty Action Sunday.

The Week aims to: raise awareness of the issues of poverty and homelessness in the UK; raise funds for projects and campaigns which work to tackle poverty and homelessness; and involve people in campaign actions that tackle the causes of poverty and homelessness.  Further information, including details on events and resources can be found on its website at www.actionweek.org.uk/html/about.html.
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World Interfaith Harmony Week   First week of February
World Interfaith Harmony Week is a UN recognised Week which takes place each year during the first week of February. The Week was proposed to the UN General Assembly by HM King Abdullah of Jordan, and the first UN World Interfaith Harmony Week took place in February 2011. Further information about the Week, including its aims and objectives, can be found on its website at http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com.  
Back to the top
DIARY DATES
The Sion Centre for Dialogue and Encounter are beginning their Spring Seminar series on The Story of Holy Week with a seminar on Tuesday 24 January on ‘The Person and Mission of Jesus’.  The seminar takes place from 10.30am to 3.30pm at the Sion Centre, 34 Chepstow Villas, London W11 2QZ.  The speakers will be Rabbi Henry Goldstein and Sr Margaret Shepherd.  There is a suggested donation of £15 and participants are asked to bring a packed lunch.  For further information or to book, telephone 020 7313 8286/020 7727 3597 or email sioncde@yahoo.co.uk.
The Northern Ireland Inter-Faith Forum will be holding a Forum meeting on Wednesday 25 January from 7.30pm on the theme ‘The Role of Righteous Muslims. The meeting, which marks Holocaust Memorial Day, will feature a presentation from Saleem Kidwai OBE, President of the Muslim Council of Wales. For more information email ni.interfaith@gmail.com or visit http://niinterfaithforum.org/index.php?view=details&id=20%3Athe-role-of-righteous-muslims&option=com_eventlist&Itemid=64.

Hull and East Riding Interfaith will be holding a Double Discussion Forum on Tuesday 31 January at 5.00pm. The event, which takes place at Committee Room 1, Ground floor, at the Guildhall in Hull, will include discussion on the riots which took place in parts of England in the summer, and the possible causes and consequences of these; and also on the Prime Minister’s speech on multiculturalism and integration at the Munich Security Conference last year. For further information, email jackie.lukes@heri.org.uk or phone 01482 445728.

The Big Lottery Fund and Faith to Engage North East are jointly organising two funding advice sessions in the North East region.  The seminars are for any faith or belief organisation representatives who would like to find out more about funding opportunities to support their projects.  The seminars will take place in Newcastle-upon-Tyne on Tuesday 31 January and in Stockton-on-Tees on Wednesday 1 February.  For further information, see http://faithtoengage.net/events/2012/1/31/big-lottery-fund---funding-advice-sessions-in-ne.


The World Congress of Faiths, the International Association for Religious Freedom, Religions for Peace (UK) and United Religions Initiative (UK) are holding an event to mark World Interfaith Harmony Week on Wednesday 1 February on the theme of ‘Healing the World’.  The event will take place from 12.30pm to 5.00pm at London Central Mosque, 146 Park Road, London NW8 7RG. 12.30pm until 3.00pm will focus on Abrahamic traditions and 3.00pm until 5.00pm will focus on Eastern traditions. There is no charge to attend.  To register, email dvd.horner@googlemail.com. 
Initiatives of Change UK (IoC UK), together with the Civil Society Forum and The Cordoba Foundation, plan to hold a one-day forum, in response to the recent riots in England, to understand different perspectives on the underlying civic, moral, political and social challenges and explore what people can do individually and collectively in response.  The forum will take place on Wednesday 1 February and the keynote address will be given by Dr Peter Selby, President of the National Council for Independent Monitoring Boards and previously Bishop of Worcester, Bishop to HM Prisons and a Church Commissioner.  The Forum will be held from 10.00am to 5.00pm at the IoC UK centre at 24 Greencoat Place, London SW1P 1RD. The day will be a combination of inter-active presentations, and large and small group dialogue.  More information can be found at www.uk.iofc.org/node/58572.

York Interfaith will be meeting on Wednesday 1 February at 7.30pm. The theme of the meeting will be ‘Learning to Listen - open to being changed: talking theology’ with speaker Michael A Chester.  For further information, contact Charlie Bridge on 01904 655116. 
Cumbria Interfaith Forum will be meeting on Wednesday 1 February in Penrith. Cumbria Deputy Chief Constable Stuart Hyde will be the speaker. For further information, email cameronbutland@btinternet.com. 

The Jubilee Debt Campaign Multifaith project is organising a conference on Thursday 2 February, as part of World Interfaith Harmony Week, on ‘Faith in Justice’.  The conference will focus on Dharmic faiths’ attitude to global poverty and will take place at the Nishkam Centre, Soho Road, Birmingham, B21 9BH from 10.00am until 3.00pm.  To book, contact Audrey Miller on 0121 4714175 or email jubileedebt@blueyonder.co.uk.
The Religion and Society Programme of AHRC/ESRC, with the assistance of Theos, is hosting a series of Westminster Faith Debates from February to May.  The first event takes place on Wednesday 8 February from 5.30pm to 7.00pm at RUSI, 61 Whitehall, London SW1A 2ET.  The topic is ‘Religious identity in ‘superdiverse’ societies’ and the speakers include Trevor Phillips, Dominic Grieve, Kim Knott and Therese O’Toole.  For further information, visit www.religionandsociety.org.uk/faith_debates.  To register, email p.ainsworth@lancaster.ac.uk.

The second event in the Westminster Cathedral Interfaith Group discussion series on the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales document, Meeting God in Friend and Stranger takes place on Wednesday 15 February.  The event runs from 4.00pm to 5.00pm in the Hinsley Room, Morpeth Terrace, London SW1P 1QW on the topic of ‘The changing face of Britain’.  The document costs £5.95 and it would be helpful to have read the relevant chapter in advance of the meeting.  For further information, contact John Woodhouse on 07908 888 586.
The Sion Centre for Dialogue and Encounter continue their Spring Seminar series on The Story of Holy Week with a seminar on Tuesday 21 February on ‘The Trial of Jesus: What is truth?’.  The seminar takes place from 10.30am to 3.30pm at the Sion Centre, 34 Chepstow Villas, London W11 2QZ.  The speakers will be Rabbi Mark Solomon and Ian Boxall.  There is a suggested donation of £15 and participants are asked to bring a packed lunch.  For further information or to book, telephone 020 7313 8286/020 7727 3597 or email sioncde@yahoo.co.uk.
The Urban Forum and NAVCA are running a free workshop, ‘Community Rights Made Real’, in partnership with South West Forum and The Zebra Collective to brief people on the details, implications and practicalities of new rights under the Localism Act. The workshop takes place on Wednesday 22 February from 10.00am to 4.00pm. For more information, visit http://urbanforum220212-eorg.eventbrite.co.uk/?ebtv=F.
The second event in the Westminster Faith Debates hosted by the Religion and Society Programme of AHRC/ESRC, assisted by Theos, takes place on Wednesday 22 February from 5.30pm to 7.00pm at RUSI, 61 Whitehall, London SW1A 2ET.  The topic is ‘What’s the place of faith in schools?’ and the speakers include Richard Dawkins, John Pritchard, Jim Conroy and Robert Jackson.  For further information, visit www.religionandsociety.org.uk/faith_debates.  To register, email p.ainsworth@lancaster.ac.uk.

Plymouth University Chaplaincy will be holding a lecture at Sherwell United Church, North Hill, Plymouth, PL4 8ER on Wednesday 22 February at 7.00pm. The Revd Tony Peck, the General Secretary of the European Baptist Federation will speak on Thomas Helwys and religious toleration. 2012 marks the 400th anniversary of what is thought to be the first plea for complete religious toleration ever made in the English language.  There is a further lecture on 21 March. For further information call the Revd David Evans at Plymouth University Chaplaincy on 01752 587760 or email him at David.v.evans@plymouth.ac.uk.

The Faiths Forum for London and the Fayre Share Foundation are holding a meeting on Monday 5 March on the theme of ‘Reclaiming London Together’ to promote collaboration for London’s young people after the 2011 disturbances.  The forum will offer an opportunity, six months on, to reflect on the causes of the riots and the efficacy of responses to them.  Speakers include Boris Johnson, Camila Batmanghelidjh and the Rt Revd Christopher Chessun.  For further information, contact info@fayresharefoundation.org.

The St Philips Centre in Leicester is organising a Muslim-Christian Fundraising Dinner and Auction on Friday 9 March at 7.00pm.  The dinner will be held at St Philip’s Church, Evington Road, Leicester LE2 1HN.  Further details from 0116 2733459.

The World Congress of Faiths is hosting a tour of Guildford Cathedral on Wednesday 14 March with Canon Andrew Bishop and chaplains at the University of Surrey.  The tour will take place at 11.30am and will be followed by lunch and discussion of the proposed new inter faith centre.  For further information or to register attendance, email events@worldfaiths.org.

The St Ethelburga’s Centre is holding a workshop on ‘Using personal storytelling in palliative care’ on Thursday 15 March from 10.00am until 5.00pm at the London Inter Faith Centre, 125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RQ.  The workshop, intended for hospice chaplains and others who work with the ill or dying, will be run by Roi Gal-Or, Director of the International School of Storytelling and organiser of the ‘Healing Words’ peace festival in the Middle East.  Further details can be found online at
http://stethelburgas.org/civicrm/event/info?id=371&reset=1.

The JAINpedia project, in conjunction with the Victoria & Albert Museum supported by the Jain Art Fund, are holding a study day on Saturday 24 March.  Experts will reveal how the Jain manuscripts from India were selected, conserved, digitised and catalogued for the website. For further information, email info@jainpedia.org.
Back to the top
For detailed information on events and projects in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales see:
Northern Ireland Inter-Faith Forum:  www.niinterfaithforum.org  

Scottish Inter Faith Council:  www.scottishinterfaithcouncil.org  

Inter-faith Council for Wales:  www.interfaithwales.org 

For detailed information on events and projects in a number of the English regions see:

East of England: www.eefaithscouncil.org.uk   
London: www.faithsforum4london.org
North East:  www.nerfn.org
North West:  www.faithnorthwest.org.uk
South East:  www.se-faithforum.net
South West: www.faithnetsouthwest.org.uk
West Midlands:  www.wmfaithsforum.org.uk
If you have items which you would like considered for inclusion in the next     e-bulletin please email these to ifnet@interfaith.org.uk by 15 February with     ‘e-bulletin’ in the subject line.  Submissions may be edited for length or style. 
Disclaimer:

Information in this bulletin has been sourced and compiled with care.  IFN does not take responsibility for accuracy of information supplied by external organisations and inclusion of items within this e-bulletin does not imply endorsement or validation by IFN of the events, publications or the bodies which have produced these.  
Inter Faith Network for the UK, 8A Lower Grosvenor Place, London SW1W 0EN www.interfaith.org.uk
Registered charity no. 1068934.  Company limited by guarantee no. 3443823 registered in England.
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