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About FaithAction 
 

FaithAction is a national network of over 1,300 faith-based and community organisations. 
FaithAction works to provide support, advice and training for organisations as well as 
working with local and central governments to highlight the work of organisations in their 
communities. 
 
FaithAction works to lever in the expertise and commitment already present in the faith 
sector into public services and the wider community.  FaithAction helps enable faith-based 
and community organisations by distributing relevant information, providing training and 
support, as well as working with members to inform about policy and the agenda of 
Government. 

 
About the Together in Service Fund 
 
Together in Service is a new programme supported by the Department for Communities and Local 

Government. Its objectives are:  

 to celebrate the practical contribution that faith communities make to society through 
social action, and  

 to support faith groups in undertaking new multi-faith volunteering projects at local 
level.  

 
FaithAction will be administering an annual pot of £100,000. This is available as 1:1 match-
funding for small grants of £2,000 and £5,000 – the Together in Service Fund – to facilitate 
new faith based social action projects at a local level.  
 
If you are looking to apply for a £5,000 grant, we will expect you to demonstrate how your 
project will have a wider impact than those who are awarded £2,000. Grants will be given to 
incorporated bodies (e.g. registered charities etc.), not to individuals. 
 

Applying for a Grant 
 
If you are from faith-based organisation you may wish to consider applying for a grant. The 
application form can be found on www.togetherinservice.net  

http://www.togetherinservice.net/


 

                                                                                                                          

Together in Service builds on the success of the A Year of Service programme held during 
2012 to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. A Year of Service featured a series of special 
social action days, one each month of the year, hosted by different faith communities in 
turn and featuring single- or multi-faith volunteering projects on chosen themes relating to 
festivals or celebrations. A special event for Inter Faith Week in November celebrated all the 
activities that had taken place during the year. 
A report by the Faith Based Regeneration Network on the initiative is available at 
http://www.fbrn.org.uk/sites/default/files/a_year_of_service_-_report.pdf 

 
FaithAction wish to support a wide range of activities aimed at improving the quality of life 
for local people. Through our grant making we aim to: 
 

 Target community need that is informed by local research and local consultation 

 Focus support to achieve maximum effectiveness 

 Enhance community and voluntary activity 

 Encourage best practice among community and voluntary groups 

 Give help where it is needed most 
 
All Grants will be shortlisted to ensure they meet the criteria before being considered by the 
Grants Panel, consisting of three experienced practitioners. The Grants Panel will assess 
shortlisted applications quarterly. 
  

Grant Eligibility 
 
When reviewing grant applications, FaithAction will consider the following overarching 

eligibility criteria. 

1. Organisations must be constituted bodies (e.g. Registered charities with the Charity 

Commission) 

2. Projects must contribute to the overall Together in Service objectives. We ask for 

examples of events planned or delivered 

3. Projects must involve faith-based groups/people, with preference for multi-faith 

projects. 

4. Projects must engage people from more than one faith community. 

5. Organisations must provide match-funding equivalent to the grant amount 

requested. 

6. Grants are not available for the following:  

 Core costs. 

 Christian groups seeking funding for franchise projects (e.g. Food Bank). 

Funding is available for these projects via the Cinnamon Network. 

http://www.fbrn.org.uk/sites/default/files/a_year_of_service_-_report.pdf
http://cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/funding/


 

                                                                                                                          

7. Funded organisations are required write an end of project report, providing evidence 

of value for money, best practice and social impact. They must also agree to provide 

photos and case studies for publicity purposes. 

Match-Funding 
 
Groups funded by the Together in Service Fund will need to demonstrate match funding. 
The matched element can be provided in the form of volunteer time, donated cash, goods 
and services.  The match funding provided should be at least as much as the amount of 
grant funding each organisation is applying for. 
 
When calculating the monetary value of volunteering time, we recommend that 
organisations use an hourly rate of £11.261 to show the match time provided. If you believe 
the time provided is worth more than this proposed rate e.g. for donated professional 
services, please provide a rationale with your calculations.  
 
Your proposed match-funding amount must be evidenced by a letter from the Chair or 
equivalent of your organisation confirming the offer of the contribution.  
 

How to Apply 
 
We want to make applying for a FaithAction Together in Service grant as easy as possible. 
We actively encourage grant applicants to talk to us before filling out an application form. 
That way we can save you time if your project is not one that we are able to support. 
 
Applying for a grant takes just 2 easy steps: 
 

1. Visit our Together in Service Website 
 
To receive a Together in Service application pack, simply go to the Funding page and 
download an application form.  Please note you will need to be a part of the Together in 
Service Fellowship before you do this. Alternatively, if you have particular concerns about 
the eligibility of your organisation or your project for this Fund, you can call us for advice 
and support on 0845 094 6350. 
 

2. Formal Application 
 
Upon receiving the documentation, please fill out all questions on the application form, 
paying close attention to specified word counts and mandatory documents you are required 
to submit with your application.  
 

                                                           
1
 This is based on the Median gross hourly earnings rate from the latest Office for National Statistics Annual 

Survey of Hours and Earnings (November 2012). 

http://www.togetherinservice.net/funding/


 

                                                                                                                          

You can apply at any time throughout the year, and applications will be considered on a 
quarterly basis.  Closing dates for the grants and the decision times will be posted on our 
website.  
 
We will contact you with the outcome of your application once we have a decision from our 
Grants Assessment Panel.  
 

Please note that whilst we try and support as many organisations as possible, we 
unfortunately cannot guarantee success for every grant application we receive. 

 

Grant Monitoring, Reporting and Publicity 
 
As stated in the grant making policy, all groups who have successfully been awarded a grant 
from the Together in Service Fund will be required to provide: 
 

 Monthly written updates via email (for the duration of the project and during the set 
up period); and 

 A completed end of project monitoring report form. 
 
The end of project monitoring report form is used to assess whether the grant has been 
used appropriately and what impact the grant has had. A description of what will be 
required for monitoring purposes will be set out in the grant offer letter. The report must 
contain evidence the following: 
 

 How you met the aims of Together in Service and the aims of your project 

 Numbers of project beneficiaries 

 Equality monitoring, covering ethnicity, faith groups, gender and disabilities  

 Best practice in faith-based social action 

 Social impact and project sustainability  

 Photos of your project 

 Case studies 
 £2,000 grants: 1 for a volunteer and 3 for beneficiaries 
 £5,000 grants: 1 for a volunteer and 5 for beneficiaries 

 Details of any local and/or national press coverage received 

 Financial summary: project expenditure (against original budget), invoices for the 
match-funding secured and value for money 

 
Monitoring report forms are sent out to recipient organisations at an appropriate time after 
they have received a grant. 
 
If you are successful, then we would like others to know that you have been successful in 
applying for a grant from Together in Service by acknowledging the grant in your publicity 



 

                                                                                                                          

materials. This helps us to raise the profile of Together in Service, demonstrate the impact 
of faith based social action and encourages other groups to apply for funding.  
 
The Together in Service logo should be used in all publicity materials about the work for 
which you have received funding, including leaflets, flyers, brochures, annual reports and on 
your website. We also ask that you acknowledge your grant in press releases.   
 
Those who apply for projects running over a period of time with beneficiaries may be asked 
to complete additional monitoring with participants to assess their wellbeing. This will be 
requested and discussed as part of the grant agreement process. 
 
Support will be available for grant projects through: 
 

 The Together in Service grant recipients toolkit (which includes branding guidelines 
and guidance on how to contact the press); 

 Skype conversations with the FaithAction team; and 

 Visits to grant recipients (where appropriate). 
 

How to fill out application form 
 
Below is the application form.  You will find comments in green boxes to help you with the 
form.   
 
Please remember that there are more grants of £2,000 available than grants of £5,000 and 
there are additional requirements for projects applying for £5,000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                                                                          

Grant Application Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information on this form will help us process your application.  There are help notes 
available for each question, but please contact us via togetherinservice@faithaction.net or 
0845 094 6350, if you need any additional information or support. 
 
As a condition of funding, all applications must have in place match funding for at least as 
much as the amount of funding being applied for. Without demonstrable evidence of your 
available match funding, your application will not be considered.  
 
Section 1 – About your Organisation  
Q1.1 Organisation Details 

Name of organisation/Group  

Address  

Postcode  

Type of organisation 
(Registered charity, unregistered 
community group/club/society, other – 
provide details) 

 

Charity Number  

Do you have a Constitution/set of rules 
(Yes/No) 

 

When did your organisation start 
operating? 

 

Which Local Authority do you work in?  

Provide names of specific town/city or 
village 

 

How many individuals participate in your 
activities annually? 

 

May we share your organisation’s details 
with the press or media? 

 

How did you find out about the Together 
in Service Fund? 

 

Does your organisation represent a 
specific faith group(s)– if so please state 
which one(s) 

 

 

If you cannot provide the exact 

number, please inform us to the 

best of your knowledge 

We will endeavour to inform you 

where possible of how and where 

we have done this. 

When it comes to filling out this application form, please note that the text boxes are restricted 

to only allow the amount of words specified.   

You can however add rows to the tables in the form.  

mailto:togetherinservice@faithaction.net


 

                                                                                                                          

Q1.2 Contact Names 
The first contact person should be someone from your 
organisation who can discuss the application.  Please give an 
alternative person in case the first contact person is 
unavailable. 

First Contact Person  Second Contact Person 

Name   Name  

Position   Position  

Contact No   Contact No  

Mobile No    Mobile No   

E-mail address   E-mail address  

 
Q1.3 What does your organisation or group do? (Max 300 words) 

 
Q1.4 How would you describe the people you mainly work with? 

 
Children under 16     Other        (please state)  
Young people under 25 
Older people over 55 
Disabled people 
People of minority ethnic origin 
Women 
Faith groups/communities 
 

 
 
 

Please ensure that both of these 

people are aware of the application 

and are able to answer questions 

regarding your application if 

needed. 



 

                                                                                                                          

Q1.5 How many people are involved in running your group? 
 

Management Committee  

Members/trustees  

Volunteers (not including Management Committee)  

Full time staff  
(please list positions) 

 

  
 
Section 2 - Project Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q2.1 Describe the project/activity and what need you have identified for your 
project/activity. (Max 500 words) 

 
Q.2.2  Please attach your timetable for the delivery of the project, showing the key stages 
(milestones) of the projects including dates by which key activities will take place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your response, please include: 
- A description of the project activities  

- Where  the project will take place 

- Who the project will engage, and how you will  ensure that the wider community 
can have an opportunity to become involved or engaged in the project 

- Evidence that shows why your project is needed in the community (e.g. consultation 
with the wider community; statistics or other research studies) 

 
For organisations applying for a £5,000 grant, tell us how you project will contribute to 

best practice in faith-based social action nationally. 

 



 

                                                                                                                          

Q2.3 How will your project promote the objectives of Together in Service (outlined in 
the accompanying guidance document) and/or contribute to bringing together faith 
groups? (Max 300 words) 
 

 
Q2.4 How will you know if the project is a success? (Max 300 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

In your response, please include: 

- The outcomes your project will achieve (i.e. the key benefits it will make to the local 
community)  

- How many volunteers and beneficiaries you will engage 
- How you plan to measure your outcomes and how you will monitor your project 

- How you will sustain your project beyond the Together in Service funding period 



 

                                                                                                                          

Section 3  Financial Information 
 
Q3.1 What is your organisation’s income? 

Financial Year Income (£) Expenditure (£) Reserves (£) 

2012/13    

2011/12    

2010/11    

 
 
Q3.2  How much will the project cost in total?   
 
Q3.3 How much funding are you requesting from Together in Service?  
 
Q3.4 Match Funding  
 
Match Funding must be provided, equal to or exceeding the amount you are applying for. 
Please indicate the source and amount of funding you are applying for, as well as the 
available evidence you can supply. Your proposed match-funding amount must be 
evidenced by a letter from the Chair or equivalent of your organisation confirming the offer 
of the contribution. 
 

Match Funding Source Amount Already in place (Y/N) 
Type of evidence 

available 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

£ 

£ 

Please remember that 

there are more £2,000 

grants available than 

£5,000 grants 

Please expand 

this box where 

possible 



 

                                                                                                                          

Q3.5 What will a grant from Together in Service fund? Please provide the budget for 
your project below: 

Item Total Cost 
Requested from 

FaithAction 

 
 

£ £ 

 
 

£ £ 

 
 

£ £ 

 
 

£ £ 

 
Grand totals: 

 

  

 
Section 4 – Referee Details 
Please provide contact details for an independent referee for your application 
 

Name  

Address  
 
 

Postcode  

Telephone Number  

Email address  

Relationship   

 
Checklist 
Please enclose the following mandatory documents with your application. Documents can 
also be provided electronically.  We will only process your application when we have 
received all documents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This should be someone who is 

aware of your project and services 

but who does not directly benefit 



 

                                                                                                                          

 

Document Attached 

Confirmed 
receipt 

(office use 
only) 

Project Delivery Timetable   

Latest annual accounts   

Constitution or set of rules   

Copy of bank statement – less than 3 months old, to verify 
the bank details provided 

  

Child Protection and/or Vulnerable Adult Policy    

Letter confirming match-funding contribution   

Copies of written estimates or catalogue pages if you want a 
grant for equipment or capital items  

  

 
Section 5 Declaration 
 
1. I am authorised to make the application on behalf of the above organisation. 
 
2. I certify that the information contained in this application is correct. 
 
3. If the information in the application changes in any way I will inform FaithAction. 
 
4. I give permission for FaithAction to record the details of my organisation 

electronically and to contact my organisation by phone, mail or e-mail with 
information about its activities and about funding opportunities. 
 

5. I give permission for my organisation to join the Together in Service Fellowship and 
to be kept up to date about future activities and funding opportunities. 

 

 
Signed         Date                     
 

 
Send your completed application form 
 
Via Email:    togetherinservice@faithaction.net  
Post:    FaithAction 

LifeLine House, 25 Neville Road, Dagenham, Essex,  
RM8 3QS 

 
Please keep a copy of this application form for your records 

 

mailto:togetherinservice@faithaction.net


 

                                                                                                                          

What happens now? 

 

 

• We will check the eligibility of 
your application and ensure 
that all the relevant 
documentation we require is 
included 

Initial checking with 
the FaithAction team 

• The Grants award panel 
consists of different 
individuals with experience in 
social action projects.  They 
will decide who recieves the 
Together in Service funding 

Grant Award Panel 
• We will notify successful 

projects 

Success! 



 

                                                                                                                          

For further advice and support on the application form… attend one of our Accelerator 
Briefing Events! 
 
At different points during the programme, the Together in Service team will be holding 
Accelerator Briefing events to inform you about the Together in Service fund.  We will 
provide more assistance on how to complete the application form, and also we will be on 
hand to talk about your project before you submit your application form.  
 
If you would like to find out more about when these sessions are, please contact 
togetherinservice@faithaction.net and someone will get back to you. 
 
 

mailto:togetherinservice@faithaction.net

